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Consi dering the new information that has devel oped and the changes that have been nade to the
sel ected renedy chosen in the record of decision dated March 29, 1991, EPA and UDEQ believe that
the remedy renains protective of human health and the environnent, conplies with Federal and
State requirenents that are applicable or relevant and appropriate for this renedial action, and
is cost effective. In addition, the revised renmedy utilizes pernmanent solutions and alternative
treatnment technol ogies to the maxi num extent practicable for this site.
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EXPLANATI ON CF S| GNI FI CANT DI FFERENCES
WASATCH CHEM CAL SUPERFUND SI TE - SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

NOVEMBER 1995
I NTRODUCTI ON

The U.S. Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA) has prepared this Explanation of Significant
Differences (ESD) to docurment the differences between the remedy selected in the Wasatch
Chem cal Superfund Site Record of Decision (ROD), issued by EPA on March 29, 1991, and the
remedy described herein, which will be inplenented at the site.

The changes to the ROD have been nade as a result of new infornation that EPA received
subsequent to the issuance of the ROD. These changes do not fundanentally alter the sitew de
remedy presented in the ROD. The sitewide renedy for the site remains protective of hunan
health and environnent. EPA is the |lead agency at the site, with support provided by the Wah
Departnent of Environmental Quality (UDEQ under a site-specific enforcenment agreenent.

This ESD is prepared in fulfillnent of EPA's public participation responsibilities under Section
117(c) of the Conprehensive Response, Conpensation, and Liability Act of 1980, 42 U S.C Section
9601, et seq. (CERCLA), as anended by the Superfund Anendnents and Reaut horization Act of 1986
(SARA), and section 300.435(c)(2)(i) of the National O and Hazardous Substances Conti ngency
Plan (NCP), 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 300. These laws and regulations require
EPA to publish an ESD when the renmedy to be inplenmented differs significantly fromthe renedy
described in the ROD.

This ESD wil|l address two changes in the renedial action, nodification of the site boundary and
del etion of the requirenent that all unpaved areas of the site be paved. Results of additiona
investigations conducted after the ROD was signed have further defined the extent of groundwater
contam nation, necessitating a change in the site boundaries. As an extra precauti onary neasure
the ROD required that all unpaved areas of the site be paved to prevent future occupants from
direct exposure to and ingestion of residual contam nants that nay renain on site. This
conponent of the remedy is unnecessary. Both of these nodifications will be explained in detai
in other sections of this ESD

This ESD provides a brief history of the site, describes the remedy selected in the ROD, and
expl ains the ways in which the renedy described herein differs fromthe renmedy selected in the
ROD. It also summari zes the support agency's comments on the changes to the remedy and di scusses
conmpliance with all legal requirenents.

The administrative record which contains this ESD and the docunentati on supporting it is
avail able for public review at the follow ng | ocations:

EPA Superfund Records Center

999 18th Street, Fifth Floor

Denver, Col orado 80202

Hours: Monday- Friday 8:00am - 4:30pm
Tel ephone: (303) 312-6473

Ut ah Departnent of Environnmental Quality

Di vi sion of Environnental Response and Renedi ation
168 North 1950 West, First Fl oor

Salt Lake Gty, Uah 84116

Hours: Monday- Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm

Tel ephone: (801) 536-4479

Salt Lake City Public Library

Chapnman Branch

577 South 900 West

Salt Lake Gty, U ah 84104

Hours: Monday- Thursday 10: 00am - 8: 00pm
Sat urday 10: 00am - 6: 00pm

Tel ephone: (801) 524-8285



SUMVARY CF SI TE HI STCRY, CONTAM NATI ON PROBLEMS, AND SELECTED REMEDY

The Wasatch Chemical site is located in an industrial area of Salt Lake City, Wah, near the
intersection of 700 West and 2100 South Streets (Figure 1). The Wasatch Chem cal property is
currently owned by Entrada Industries, Inc. (Entrada). The site conprises approxinately 18
acres and is in an area of light and heavy industries, including an autonobile deal ership, a
steel fabrication facility, a forner food distribution facility, and a railroad yard. The site
enconpasses three areas. The first area is Lot 6, which is a |largely undevel oped section on the
northern portion of the property. The second area consists of portions of Lots 2 and 3 and al
of Lots 4 and 5. The third area consists of adjoining parcels surrounding the site, including
the Steelco property owned by Alta Industries, Inc. to the north of Lot 6, and the property
owned and operated by the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad Conpany (DRGAR) to the east of
the site.

Bet ween 1957 and 1971, the site was for warehousing, producing, and packagi ng i ndustria

chem cal products. Between April 1970 and April 1971, operations at the site were expanded to
include the manufacture of fertilizers. |In April 1973, Wasatch Chem cal Conpany (Wasatch

Chemi cal) constructed a liquid and dry pesticide formulation building. Fromapproxinately 1973
until June 1978, Wasatch Chemical formnul ated, blended, and packaged various chem cal products at
the site, including pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, industrial chem cals, and cl eaners.

In June 1978, Entrada sold its agricultural chemical and industrial chem cal and cl eaner

busi nesses. The agricultural business was noved off-site; the industrial chem cal business,
purchased by Great Western Chem cal Conpany, continued to operate to a linmted extent on-site
t hrough August 1992

EPA pl aced the Lot 6 portion of the site on the National Priorities List (NPL) on February 11
1991.

Contami nation at the site has been divided into three categories: source areas, soils, and
groundwat er. The source areas include the process drain system (including the forner evaporation
pond), yard drain system and septic systemon Lot 6. Dioxin waste consolidated during the
renmoval action conducted by EPA in 1986 constitutes the renai nder of the source material. Soi
contami nation at the site is w despread and consists of herbicides, pesticides, dioxins,

vol atil e organi ¢ conpounds (VOCs) and sem vol atile organi c conpounds (SVQOCs). Soi
contamination is the result of nunerous spills, run-off accurul ation in topographic | ow points
and transport of contam nation fromsource areas. Goundwater contami nation is al so w despread
at the site and consists of VOCs, SVOCs, herbicides, and pesticides. The source of groundwater
contamination is believed to be due to the transport of contam nants fromthe sources areas,
particularly the process drain |lines and evaporati on pond

The naj or conponents of the selected renedy, as presented in the ROD, include the foll ow ng:

. Excavation of all soils containing indicator chem cals above action | evels, sludges
fromthe yard and process drain systens, the septic system and consolidation of
these contam nated materials and di oxin renoval wastes (approxi mately 3,587 cubic
yards of soils and sludges and 650 gallons of liquid waste) in the forner
evaporation pond

. Treat nent of staged soils, sludges, and dioxin renmoval wastes by thernal destruction
of contam nants through in-situ vitrification

. Excavation and | andform ng of approximately 1,111 cubic yards of
hydr ocar bon- cont am nated soils

. Surface sealing by asphalt paving

. Extraction of on-site contam nated groundwater until maxi mum contam nant | evels
(MCLs) and proposed MCLs are net, and treatnent, to the extent necessary, of
extracted groundwater by stripping to meet publicly owned treatnent works or U ah
pol lution discharge elimnation system standards;



. Di sposal of any residuals remaining fromthe treatment of groundwater at an off-site

hazardous material disposal facility; and

. I mpl erentation of institutional controls such as deed restrictions, denial of well
permts or acquisition of water rights, as practicable and to the extent allowable
by | aw.

DESCRI PTI ON OF THE Sl GNI FI CANT DI FFERENCES AND THE BASI S FOR THOSE DI FFERENCES

The changes nenorialized in this ESD are based on new i nfornation that EPA received subsequent
to the issuance of the ROD. EPA determined that the infornation supports the need to correct
and/or clarify certain aspects of the remedy described in the ROD. These changes do not
fundanentally alter the overall approach of the sitew de renedy or any individual conponent of
the sitew de renedy.

Site Boundary. The site is described in Section 1.0 of the ROD as those areas where

contam nants fromsite activities may have been placed or may have migrated. On this basis, the
boundaries at the tinme the ROD was signed were delineated as follows: to the east, the tracks
of DROGAR, to the south, 2100 South Street; to the west, 700 West Street; and to the north, a
line of demarcation extending across the Steelco property at a distance of 80 feet fromthe
northern edge of Lot 6 (Figure 1). The ROD al so states that the boundaries of the site may be
adjusted if contamnants fromsite activities are found to have been placed or to have mgrated
to areas outside these boundari es.

Entrada perfornmed a groundwater investigation for renedial design/renedial action (RD RA)
consistent with the EPA and UDEQ statenent of work dated Novenber 5, 1991. This investigation
was perforned to obtain information to supplenment the technical data collected during the
remedi al investigation. The objective of the investigation was to characterize the sources,
nature, and extent of groundwater contam nation underlying the Steel co property and groundwater
contam nati on underlying the Wasatch Chem cal site.

The result of that additional investigation indicated that groundwater contam nation extended
past the site boundaries described in the ROD. Based on the results of the investigation, the
eastern and western boundaries of the site renmain unchanged, but the northern boundary has been
extended to coincide with the DRGAR rail spur in the south-central portion of the Steelco
property. Additionally, it has been determ ned that contaminants fromsite activities have not
been placed on or mgrated to the Mega Foods property on the southern boundary of the site.
Therefore, the southern site boundary now excl udes the Mega Foods property. In sumary, the site
boundaries, which include the areal extent of contami nation, are as follows: to the east, the
tracks of the DRFWR, to the south, 2100 South Street excluding the Mega Foods property; to the
west, 700 West Street; and to the north, the DRGAR rail spur in the south-central portion of the
Steel co property (Figure 2). The renedial action for the site will treat groundwater across the
areal extent of contam nation

Asphalt Paving. The selected remedy for soils, sludges, and dioxin waste presented in the RCD
included, in part, excavating soils containing indicator chem cals above soil action |levels, and
paving all unpaved parts of the site to prevent direct exposure to and ingestion of residua
contami nants that may renain in soils on-site by future occupants.

Surface soil containing indicator chem cals above soil action |evels have been excavated and
consolidated for treatnment. The paving conponent of the selected renmedy is unnecessary based on
the foll ow ng:

. The ROD al ready requires unpaved areas to be cleaned up to risk-based |evels

selected to protect future occupants from unacceptable health risks; paving is thus

unnecessary to neet the renedial action goal for soils presented in the ROD

. Surface soils above soil action |evels have been renoved fromthe existing unpaved
areas of the site



. Asphalt paving will significantly increase the anount of stormmater discharged to
the 700 West Ditch and given the size of the site, nay require enlargenent of the
muni ci pal stormwater control system and increase the potential for flooding, in the
area

SUPPORT AGENCY COWVENTS

UDEQ concurs with the renmedy changes presented in this ESD

AFFI RVATI ON OF THE STATUTORY DETERM NATI ONS

Consi dering the new infornmation that has been devel oped and the changes that have been nmade to
the sel ected renedy, EPA and UDEQ believe the renmedy: renmins protective of human health and the
environnent; conplies with applicable or relevant federal and state requirenents appropriate to
this renmedial action at the tine the original ROD was signed; and, is cost effective

PUBLI C PARTI CI PATI ON ACTI VI TI ES

Notice is hereby nade that this ESD and its supporting docunentation is available for review
through the admnistrative record file |located at the above listed | ocations.



EXPLANATI ON OF S| GNI FI CANT DI FFERENCES
WASATCH CHEM CAL SUPERFUND SI TE - SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
NOVEMBER 1995
DECLARATI ON

Consi dering the new information that has devel oped and the changes that have been nade to the
sel ected renedy chosen in the record of decision dated March 29, 1991, EPA and UDEQ believe that
the remedy renains protective of human health and the environnent, conplies with Federal and
State requirenents that are applicable or relevant and appropriate for this renedial action, and
is cost effective. In addition, the revised renmedy utilizes pernmanent solutions and alternative
treatnment technol ogies to the maxi num extent practicable for this site.
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